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As more baby boomers reach retirement age, the need for doctors
and treatments continues to intensify. As a result, doctors are required
to use their medical expertise to determine which patients to treat first,
while also considering the well-being of the patient. Patients with
self-destructive habits need repeated treatments, which limits the

number of patients the physician can examine and treat.

Self-destructive habits encompass a range of poor lifestyle choices
like smoking, alcohol abuse, and poor diet, which endanger their health
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nl
C

S

SR 10

unnecessarily. For example, smoking impairs post-operative bone
healing and increases the risk of infection, while excess weight
increases the possibility of complications in surgery.

Doctors are required to treat everyone, but if patients are not
compliant, there is little doctors can do. Should doctors be allowed to

refuse to treatment for patients with severe self-destructive vices?
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